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	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel1]Hi! My name is Lara! Come and join me on this fascinating journey across the beautiful languages of Europe…
We will start this journey in krasavik... Wait. Where? Krasavik (April) is the most beautiful month in Belarus and that is why Belarusians have literally named this month “beautiful”. And who doesn’t love springtime?
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel2][bookmark: _GoBack]Estonian loves vowels! The role of vowels in Estonian is among the greatest in any European language and there are many words like “Jäääär” (the edge of the ice); “Töö-öö” (‘working night’) or “Õueaiaääre” (the edge of a fence surrounding a yard)! 
Now let me show you a language that can make up a whole sentence containing only vowels…
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel3]When Albanians are shaking their head from side to side it does not mean “no” but quite the opposite “right, I agree, I’m listening”. Conversely, nodding one’s head up and down does not mean “yes”. It means “sorry, I’m afraid not” and seems to accompany bad news. So be particularly careful when shaking your head in Albania – you may have just agreed to something you didn’t mean to!

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel4]In the land of pizza, pasta and cheese, it is no surprise when someone gets “abbioco”.  There’s no exact equivalent in English, but abbiocco (pronounced “ab-byok-ko”) refers to a feeling you get after eating a large quantity of food.
Turn over to the next page to discover another unique food-related word...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel5]If you are not keen on vowels, Czech might be the language for you! Czech loves consonants. Words made up only of consonants like krk (neck); prst (finger); or smrk (pine tree) are very common. Try saying this Czech tongue twister “Strč prst skrz krk“, meaning “put your finger through your throat”. 
This love of consonants is also shared by a neighbour – can you guess which one?
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel6]There are between 60 and 100 words referring to different types of rain in Galician. For example, "babuña" refers to a rain that sounds like a small baby, "torbón" to a rain with thunder and lighting and "ballón" to a heavy but short-lasting rain that lasts for several days…
But if we’re not sure if it is raining or snowing, the language on the next page might come handy…

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel7]There are no swear words in Latvian, so Latvians use Russian or English for swearing. Latvian has a special word for a weather where it snows and rains at the same time:  “slapjdraņķis”. Don’t you hate slapjdraņķis? Snow is so much better so flip over to the next page to explore dozens of ways to say snow...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel8]International Sign language is often used among sign language users from different countries, who don’t have a common language – as the name suggests it is an international language. It can be written down in a number of ways. For example, certain symbols are used to describe the handshape and movement of the sign as well as the facial expressions. 
Since we’ve talked so much about alphabets...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel9]Did you know that French has a different way of counting between 70 and 99? So for the number 75 you literally say “60 plus 15”. In addition to that, for the number 80 you say “4 times 20”! 96 therefore is “4 times 20 plus 16”. French speakers have to be good mathematicians! French is also considered to be one of the most beautiful languages, together with… want to take a guess?

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel10]Maltese is the smallest official EU language in terms of speakers. Maltese sounds similar to the Phoenician language that was spoken in areas around the ancient Mediterranean 3000 years ago. It is the only language in Europe that belongs to the Afro-Asiatic language family and also the only language from this family that uses the Latin alphabet. 
Turn to the next page and I’ll show you a rather isolated language…
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel11]Lithuanian is one of the oldest spoken languages in the world and even has words which are similar to ancient Sanskrit, such as vyras (man), šuo (dog), avis (sheep). It means that Lithuanians can recognize some words while listening to this Indian language.
I’m starting to get hungry, let me grab something to eat...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel12]Swedish has invented a perfect word for expressing balance and saying “not too little, not too much... but just the right amount” or in Swedish “lagom”. So in Swedish you can nicely say that you have just eaten lagom! 
We talked a lot about unique words, so let’s also take a look at some unique expressions...
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