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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes, Slovak likes consonants, too! Many Slovak words are formed entirely or mostly of consonants, such as the words smrť (death), štvrť (quarter) or žblnknutie (clunk). Slovak is also considered to be the language that is easiest for the speakers of other Slavic languages to understand. 
Flip over to the next page to discover a rather economical language...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel2]Iceland does not have close neighbouring countries and the language the Vikings brought in the 9th and 10th centuries has not changed as much as you might imagine over the centuries. Icelandic avoids using foreign words and prefers to form new words from ancient Viking words. So the word for computer “tölva” is formed from the old words “tala” (number) and “völva” (prophetess).
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel3]Polish has many fun idioms. So for example, if you say in Polish “Nie mój cyrk, nie moje małpy” it would literally mean “Not my circus, not my monkey”, however, the phrase has nothing to do with monkeys but means “It’s not my problem”. 
There’s another language that has an amusing way of saying something similar...

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel4]Together with Serbian and Bosnian, Croatian is one of the South Slavic languages that have many things in common. These languages are so similar that their speakers can easily understand each other. The shortest Croatian words consists of just one letter – a (but, and), o (about), u (in), i (and), s (with, from) or k (to).
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel5]Hungarian is very good at capturing special moments with just one word. Aranyhíd is literally „a golden bridge“ but means a glistening reflection of the sun on the surface of water. 
I‘m really enjoying a refreshing swim in Balaton lake. It‘s so nice. No, not nice... It‘s fun... Oh I can’t find the right word... but I think the language on the next page will help...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel6]English is the most spoken language in the world. There are almost 1.3 billion English speakers, but only around one third are native speakers. When we speak the same language, we understand each other and realise how many things we share, maybe we even know the same people. Then the world doesn’t seem so big after all...

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel7]The Georgian word “Shemo-medjamo” means to eat even though you’re full because the food tastes so good. It roughly translates to “I accidentally ate the whole thing“. Georgian also has one of the world’s most impressive looking scripts. 
On the next page I’ll show you a word that describes an amount that we all want to express from time to time...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel8]Romansh, the least known of Switzerland’s four official langu-ages, is a minority language that is most similar to Italian. However, unlike in Italian, Romansh has no vowels at the end of masculine nouns. So the word “lago” which is Italian for “lake” is “lag” in Romansh and “bread” or Italian “pane” is “paun”. You get what I mean…? 
There are also some languages that seem to try to completely avoid vowels…
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel9]The Armenian language uses an alphabet that is quite unique compared to other European languages. It was created around 2400 years ago! As Armenians are very proud of their alphabet they even created a monument for their unique characters (see big image). Armenia celebrates its own special language day, the Holy Translators Day, in October.

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel10]Turkish is a language with no gender! There’s a single word for "he", "she" and "it", or in fact just a single letter - “o”. So it is possible to describe a person in Turkish without indicating whether it is a boy or a girl.
Turn to the next page to see which other language shares this similarity with Turkish...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel11]The Welsh “Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgo-gerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogo-goch” is the longest place name in Europe and second longest in the world. It approximately means 
“St Mary’s church in the hollow of the white hazel near the rapid whirlpool of St Tysilio of the red cave”.
Flip over to discover a language which can match Welsh place names in the length of its words...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel12]Greeks were the first Europeans to write with an alphabet. They currently write from left to right, just like other European languages, but this wasn’t always the case. In the beginning, it could be written from right to left, and even in alternating directions on each line.
On the next page, I’ll show you a funny habit of  Greeks’ neighbours...
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