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	Mirror, Mirror on the wall - which is the most beautiful language of them all? There is no easy way to answer that question and everyone has their favourites. However, at a language beauty contest in 1934 in Paris, Ukrainian took third place right after French and Persian. We are not aware of any more recent language beauty contests!
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel2]You would probably think that every language has its own alphabet, but as Romani speakers are living in many different regions it has been an impossible task so far to create rules for its written form. Attempts are still being made so that speakers can use it in writing. So let’s not lose our hopes yet!
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel3]"Det er ingen ko på isen" is Danish for "there is no cow on the ice" but its actual meaning is "There is no problem". So if you don’t see any cows on the ice, everything should be fine. As you have probably noticed, many languages like to use animals in idioms!

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel4]Irish has no words for “yes” or “no”. To answer the question you use verb forms. So the answer to “Did they sell the house?” would be “(they) sold“ or “(they) didn’t sell”. Or in Irish: "Ar dhíol siad an teach? Dhíol. Níor dhíol." Even though Irish has no words for “yes” and “no” it has many unique words, just as the language on the next page...
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel5]Frisian is probably the most similar living language to English. "De sinne is waarm en de licht fan de sinne-skinen fielen goed wit de myld wyn." Did you figure it out? See the English version: "The sun is warm and the light from the sun-shining feels good with the mild wind."
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel6]Most western linguists today agree that Moldovan basically is the same as Romanian, but spoken in Moldova. In addition it has adopted some words from the Russian language and can also be written with cyrillic characters, both facts that reflect its closeness to Russia.

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel7][bookmark: _GoBack]There is an expression in Spanish "el mundo es un pañuelo!" (the world is a handkerchief) to indicate our surprise when we meet someone unexpectedly in an unexpected place, thereby poin-ting out that the world is much smaller than we really thought. And isn’t this what language learning and learning about other cultures is all about anyway? Spanish is truly a world language with 20 countries having Spanish as an official language – Olé!
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel8]Dutch has a very special word “gezellig “. It’s one of the most used Dutch words and depending on the context it can be translated as feeling of coziness, fun or nice atmosphere. It can also indicate a sense of belonging, time spent with loved ones or seeing a friend after a long time. For example: “we have spent a gezellig evening, playing games and having fun…”
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel9]Finnish is one of the four national languages of Europe that is not an Indo-European language. The other three are Estonian, Hungarian and Basque. There are many things you can say in Finnish with just one word. So istun would be “I sit down”, istahtaisin “I would sit down for a while”, istahdan “I’ll sit down for a while” and istahtaisinkohan “I wonder if I should sit down for a while”.

	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel10]Luxembourgish received its written form  rather recently! Traditionally, Luxembourgish was rarely written, so there were no official rules of spelling and grammar until they were established by the government 40 years ago, in 1984. 
And what about sign languages, can you write those down? Flip over to the next page to find out.
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel11]In Catalan, if you want to say that only a few friends came to your birthday party (which hopefully never happens to you!) you could just say “quatre gats” or “four cats” and everything would be clear. So before complaining about your lame party, don’t forget to say “Gràcies!” (thank you) to the four cats who did show up!
	[bookmark: Blank_MP1_panel12]You might not consider Portuguese as being a world language, but as all of Brazil speaks it, it ranks, with 220 million native speakers, as the 7th most spoken language worldwide! Speakers of Portuguese automatically understand Spanish, Galician and Italian as these languages are very similar.
Speaking of Galician….
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